
 
 
 
 
 

01THE MASTER: Mark 1: 1-13 

 
Welcome to Mark’s gospel. When we open the pages of this powerful presentation of Jesus, we’re stepping out onto a road. 
We’re taking a journey from the shore of the Sea of Galilee to the streets of Jerusalem running red with Jesus’s blood. 
 
In this series, we’re going to follow Jesus. Along the way, we’ll discover more about the God-Man who came to die, yes! but 
we’ll also discover more about ourselves and the barriers we put up along the road of discipleship.  

 
When we study the Bible, our ultimate goal is to walk away changed. We want to know more about our God and what we can 
do to become and act more like his Son, Jesus. 

 
In this first week, we’ll dig into one main idea: Jesus Christ is unlike any other saviour. He is the champion—the saviour—all 
of humanity has longed for. 

 
That idea has the potential to change how we think, feel, and behave.  
• We want to understand that Jesus Christ is holy, unlike any other.  
• We want to feel fascinated with the good news of Jesus Christ.  
• We want to actively make Jesus Christ the priority of our lives. 
 
As we go through this week’s study in Mark, keep those objectives in mind. 
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G E T T I N G  S T A R T E D 
 
We don’t study the Bible by ourselves. God has promised that his Spirit will open our eyes to the truths in his 
Word.  
 
Before we dive in, jot down a one-sentence prayer asking the Spirit to change you over the next few weeks as 
we journey through Mark.  
 
 
READ 

 
Let’s dive into the book. Open your Bible to the book of Mark and read 1:1–13.  

 
Mark opens by setting the stage for Jesus. The 
word he uses is “gospel.” Most of us have heard 
the term a thousand times. But here, Mark means 
he’s about to tell the story of a victor. And in 
these first few verses, we get the origin story for 
this man who will save the world. 
 
 

 
 
DISCUSS 

 

1 After reading the introductory verses and listening to Dave’s talk, what kinds of things do you expect from 

Jesus as Mark unpacks the story? 
 
 
 
 
2 There’s something special about Jesus—and John the Baptist gets it. Whether we feel it or not, the coming of 

Jesus to our world is a big deal. So, who is Jesus to you? What kind of saviour has he been? What do you want 
him to be? 
 
 
 
 
3 A long-foretold saviour needs qualifications—and Mark clearly believes Jesus has those qualifications in 

spades. Look through the passage slowly and identify 3–4 things that Mark believes qualifies Jesus to be the 
saviour of his people. 
 
 
 
(We’ve already hinted at the interpretation of these first verses: Jesus is a big deal. He’s the big deal. He’s a big 
deal because prophets expected him, the heavens were torn open and God confirmed him, and Jesus came 
through baptism and temptation a champion, not a failure.) 

PEEK AT THE GREEK – euangelion 
Despite being the shortest of the Gospels, Mark uses the term euangelion 
(“gospel”) more than all of the others combined. It appears seven times (1:1, 14, 
15, 8:35, 10:29, 13:10, 14:9) compared to Matthew’s four. Neither Luke nor John 
uses the word in their accounts. Clearly, Mark intends to emphasize the “gospel” 
of Jesus to his readers. Rather than being simply a recycled philosophy or set of 
doctrines, this good news was unique—revolutionary, even—and sourced in the 
Son of God made flesh. Mark’s emphasis to his readers is true for us today—the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, provides the hope we long for. 
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At this point you may be wondering why—why, since Mark doesn’t call him that, are we calling Jesus a victor or 
champion? Let’s do a bit of behind-the-scenes work. 

 
 
Way back in Genesis, in the beginning of the 
Bible, God makes a man and a woman and asks 
them to obey him. The Creator-God promises 
them everything: life, happiness, power, 
friendship, and rulership over all the earth. They 
just have to trust and obey. They didn’t. 
 

 
 

4 What makes Jesus different? What makes him victorious, where Adam failed? 

 
 
5 We like to solve our own problems—to be the hero of our own story. But we don’t always succeed. Take a few 

minutes here and write out your thoughts to God. If you need help getting started, consider this: 
 
“I am unable to do _____, but you sent Jesus who could _____.”  
 
We love a good superhero. We want to be the superhero. But the truth is, we can’t be. God hasn’t left us on our 
own, though. We have someone who’s qualified. We have his story.  
 
 
 
6 But so what? What does this have to do with how you and I live our lives? We can answer that question by 

answering a different one: Does Mark convince you? Is Jesus the Son of God, the saviour? What evidence 
would Mark need to include in the rest of his book for you to be convinced? 
 
 
 
Whether we’ve known Jesus all our lives or are only just now meeting him, we have the opportunity to decide for 
ourselves if we’ll follow him. Because if he’s going to be the one leading us on the road of discipleship, he had 
better be qualified. 
 
 
7 Based on the reading, what’s one thing you’d like to take away from the Gospel of Mark during this series? 

 

 

 

CONCLUDE 

Mark sets up his readers to walk away from his book changed by their encounter with Jesus. As you look at Jesus 
through this series, prepare to answer the question, “Will you follow me?” 

PEEK AT THE GREEK – ekballo 
In verse 12, Mark says that the Spirit “drove” Jesus into the wilderness. 
He uses the term ekballo, which means “force to leave.” The word 
appears fifteen other times throughout Mark’s gospel, most often in 
cases of exorcism where a demon is expelled. However, the idea here is 
not that Jesus was forced into the wilderness against his will, but rather 
that he went as a result of divine mandate, like the other uses of the 
term in Mark. In other words, Jesus went in obedience to the Father. 


